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news

Vital lesson: Professor Kazuo Ueda addresses a natural disaster workshop in

Wollongong. His talk had been delayed by Japan’s earthquake.

Picture: ROBERT PEET

Disaster woes

By MICHELLE WEBSTER

A BIZARRE coincidence gave a natural
disaster workshop at the University of
Wollongong special insight this week.

Originally set for March 14, the event
had to be delayed when keynote speaker
Professor Kazuo Ueda was caught up in
Japan’s devastating earthquake disaster.

Based at Tokyo'’s Senshu University, the
commerce professor was travelling by
train to Narita Airport when the 8.9
magnitude earthquake struck.

It forced the closure of the country's
airports and halted train services.

“I became homeless lor about six hours
and I just contacted my son and |hel
picked me up around midnight on his
motorbike,” Prof Ueda said.

Prof Ueda passed those few hours in an
evacuation centre but had little idea what
was happening beyond those walls.

“First [ didn’t have any communication,
I couldn’t use my mobile phone and 1

felt first hand

didn’t know the other facts even after I
watched television five or six hours
later,” he said.

From this experience, Prof Ueda said
he learned the value of communication
and information availability during a
natural disaster event.

On Thursday the professor was able to
draw on his experience for the resched-
uled workshop at the university.

Commerce Associate Dean of Research
and workshop presenter Professor Simon
Ville said participants closely examined
catastrophic natural disasters in the hope
of influencing policy outcomes that affect
recovery and rescue efforts,

"By using examples of previons dis-
asters, they hope to locate the current
disasters and the recovery management
in the context of history, at the same time
being aware that a greater number of
severe weather events are likely to con-
tinue to affect Australia and other na-
tions over the next few decades,” Prof
Ville said.

ILLAWARRA MERCURY, Saturday May 7,2011
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